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A MARIACHI OPERA

Music by José “Pepe” Martinez
Lyrics by José “Pepe” Martinez and Leonard Foglia
Book by Leonard Foglia
Commissioned by Houston Grand Opera
Premiered at Houston Grand Opera in September, 2010
Orchestrated by David Hanlon
Orchestration commissioned by Minnesota Opera

6:30pm July 24,2026 Shute Park, Hillsboro
6:00pm July 26,2026 Peninsula Park, Portland
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ARTIST PROFILES

OCTAVIO MORENO, Baritone - Laurentino

Octavio Moreno is a highly acclaimed Mexican-American baritone who created the role of Laurentino for the 2010 world premiere, and has performed
signature roles such as the title role in Rigoletto, Tonio in Pagliacci, Marcello in La Bohéme, and Zurga in Les Pécheurs de Perles, among others.
octaviomoreno.com

CECILIA DUARTE, Mezzo-Soprano - Renata

Cecilia Duarte is the “creamy-voiced” mezzo-soprano who created the role of Renata—performing it globally from Houston to Paris—and is both
a dedicated champion of Spanish-language repertoire across genres and a licensed mental health practitioner serving the arts community.
ceciliaduartemezzosoprano.com

CESAR DELGADO, Tenor - Rafael
César Delgado is an internationally acclaimed Mexican tenor, whose recent highlights include joining the roster of the Metropolitan Opera and
performing major roles with the National Opera Company of Mexico, Nashville Opera, and Opera Southwest. cesar-delgado.com

GEMANEREIDA BARRAGAN CRUZ, Mezzo-Soprano - Lupita
Gemanereida “Gema” Barragén Cruz is a Portland State University Music Education student, award-winning classical alto, and national Mariachi
Extravaganza finalist who performs with the PSU Chamber Choir.

ADRIAN ROSALES, Baritone - Mark
Adrian Rosales is a Portland-based baritone praised for his vibrant voice and charismatic acting, whose recent performances include leading roles
with Portland Opera, OperaBend, and Cascadia Chamber Opera. adrian-rosales.art

ESTEBAN JOSE ZUNIGA-CALDERON, Tenor - Chucho

Esteban José Zuafiiga-Calderén is a Costa Rican-born tenor and voice faculty member at Willamette University and Linn-Benton Community
College. He has appeared with Seattle Opera, the Oregon Bach Festival, and the National Lyric Company of Costa Rica among others.
estebanz.com/en/

JUDY YANNINI, Soprano - Diana

Judy Yannini is a Mexican soprano with a rich North American performance career, whose recent highlights include performing as a soloist with
The Arlington Chorale in their Rejoice! concert, premiering For Women Serving Time, and debuting at the Kennedy Center with IN Series.
judyyannini.com

CHRISTIAN BAEFF, Actor - Victor
Christian Baeff is an Argentine-born, Oregon-based actor whose diverse musical theater and dramatic stage credits span both North and South
America, including acclaimed productions in Argentina and standout roles with Stumptown Stages and Pentacle Theatre.

IG:@thechristianbaeff

MOSES ESTRADA, Child Actor - Young Rafael
Moses Estrada is an enthusiastic eight-year-old Portland kid who loves performing, playing the violin, and singing with the Pacific Youth Choir,
bringing a natural joy for music and storytelling to the stage. He loves film scores, especially Jurassic Park by John Williams.

NICHOLAS FOX - Conductor

Nicholas Fox is the Artistic Director of Opera in the Park Portland and recently led our hit summer presentations of La Traviata and Carmen. He
also serves as Associate Music Director at Portland Opera. His recent engagements include New Orleans Opera, Oregon Ballet Theatre, and the
Portland Chamber Orchestra.

JOSE “PEPE” MARTINEZ (1941-2016) - Composer
José “Pepe” Martinez was a legendary musician and the longtime Music Director of Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlin whose signature compositional
style and historic collaboration with Houston Grand Opera created Cruzar la Cara de la Luna, the world’s very first mariachi opera.

LEONARD FOGLIA - Librettist

Leonard Foglia is an acclaimed director and librettist whose extensive credits include directing hit Broadway productions, staging world-premiere
operas, and writing a celebrated trilogy of mariachi operas—including Cruzar la Cara de la Luna—that have been performed across three
continents.

DAVID HANLON - Orchestrator
David Hanlon is a celebrated composer, conductor, and pianist. A graduate of the HGO Studio and former Adler Fellow, he created the
orchestration for Cruzar la cara de la luna and was deeply involved in the development of this modern masterpiece.
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ABOUT THE OPERA

Where is home? Is it where we are born? Or where we live most of our lives? Is it with the family we leave behind or with the new ones we create?

To Cross the Face of the Moon follows three generations of a single family, divided by countries and cultures.

As a Mexican-American man deals with the approaching death of his father, he is forced to face these questions about his own place in the world—straddling two
cultures—as well as that of his immigrant father and his American daughter. As long-buried secrets are revealed, he finds himself dramatically re-evaluating his
own understanding of what makes a family.

Like the Monarch butterflies that migrate every year to the birthplace of his father, the members of the Veldsquez family must travel both physically and
spiritually between Michoacdn and Texas and look deep into their hearts before they learn where they truly belong.

By Leonard Foglia


http://The-Weekend-Photographer.com

CELEBRATE 24 YEARS OF OPERA IN THE PARK!

OPERA IN THE PARK Portland’s mission is to enrich the cultural life of the Portland community by providing
professional opera performances of high artistic quality to the public free of charge.

OPERA IS FOR EVERYONE!

OPERA IN THE PARK Portland has presented FREE opera to over 70,000 people in the metro area since
2003! For our two concert operas of Cruzar La Cara De La Luna, we are expecting over 10,000 people

in the audience!

OPERA IN THE PARK Portland is a 501(c)3 and relies on donations from supporters like you.

PLEASE DONATE!

Visit our Information Tent to see how you can participate in bringing opera to everyone, Learn how
to volunteer or donate to receive a hand-screen printed Cruzar La Cara De La Luna. A t-shirt or Opera
in the Park canvas bag! Donor envelopes are available and credit cards are accepted. Or you can donate
directly by scanning the QR code.

Opera in the Park Portland, PO Box 4084, Portland OR 97208
operaintheparkportland.org

ENTER TO WIN AN ORGANIC SOAP
GIFT BOX! (VALUE $98)

Our grants depend on how many people
we serve. Help us get those grants by
filling out a survey and enter a drawing
to win a S.M.O.C. Skincare gift box!
Surveys can be found at the OPERA IN
THE PARK Portland Information Tent or online. Survey
closes at midnight, August 10. Winners will be notified
on August 11th.

HELP US CONTINUE THE MAGIC OF FREE
OPERA IN THE PARK!

All donations, large and small, make

a difference. Please kindly consider
making a gift on our website. The entire

community thanks you!

THANK YOU OPERA IN THE PARK PORTLAND SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS!

IMPRESARIO $20,000+
Oregon Cultural Trust

VIRTUOSO $10,000-$19,000
Kathleen Strohecker

BIGWIG $5,000-$9,999

Doris Dressler-Clark & Keith Clark
Marie Lamfrom Charitable Foundation
Darlyn Jablonski

Jocelyn Bates O’Brien & Patrick O’Brien
Margaret Wallis & Lincoln Thomas
Ausplund Tooze Family Foundation
Clark Foundation

Columbia Sportswear Company
Anonymous

Hoffman Construction Company
Regional Arts and Culture Council
Rossotti Family Foundation

The Autzen Foundation

BENEFACTOR $2,000-$4,999

James F. and Marion L. Miller
Foundation

Travel Portland

The Frederick D. and Gail Y. Jubitz
Foundation

Robin Clark & Mary Mackiernen

SUSTAINER $1,000-$1,999
PLACE
Tualatin Valley Creates
William Friesen & Barbara Friesen
Thomas Lauderdale & Hunter Noack
Veronica Gallegos Lozano &

Gian Lozano

Portland Opera Guild

Carole Alexander

Tom Bard

Ashley Clark & Matthew Foster
Megan Conroy

Colin Evans & Rosine Evans
Jasmine Johnson

Sue Morgan

Charlene Zidell

PATRON $500-$999

Elizabeth Duffett & Norman Duffett

Katerina Gleeson

Mary Alice Helikson

Burczak Family Fund of Oregon
Community Foundation

Aruna Masih

Stoll Family Fund of Oregon
Community Foundation

Travis Athougies

Martha Bernadelli

Timothy Leatherman

Therese Scott

David Ward

Scott Wyse & Aloha Wyse

The Steele Family Charitable Fund
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Alexandra Helgerson
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Anna Jablonski
Martin Muller
Virginia Sewell

FRIEND $100-$299
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Lorence Long & Dave Riley

Janian Malone

Jeanne Robinson

Jennifer Rose

Frederick Faveluke

Edward Feldhousen &
Jeanette Feldhousen

Luke Groser

Peter Jablonski

Eugene Kain

Mary C. King

Alan Pasternack & Gail Pasternack

Rebecca Bard & Edward Bard

Dane Liu

C Lynn Terry

Mary White & Nathan White

Kristen Minor

Sarah King

David Bates

Mercedes Callahan & Joseph Callahan

Eleanor Clagett & Mike Fish

Heather Bacon-Shone

Thomas Butts

Hester Carr & Len Carr

Jonathan Clark

Christopher Cobey

Paula Dawley

Rhonda Design

Dev Devarajan & Devarajan Sumathi
Devarajan

James Drinkward

Nevill Eschen

Chelsea Etherington

Jenny Foley

Joe Gray

Bridget Helgerson

Ava Hoover & Charles Hoover
Jeri Jablonski

David Jackson & Noel Jackson
Amelia Johnson

Davida Jordan

Michael Kitkoski

Leslie Lagomarsino

Laura Lester & Robert Bonner
Daniel Melvin

Brent Meyers

Alexander Millkey & Sara Morton
Nancee Pangares & Chris Pangares
Laura Polich

Sankar Raman

Sarah Rosenberg

William Space

Dave Starner

Margaret Van Dyke

Don Mason

SUPPORTER UP TO $99

Thanks to you, this past year saw
the highest number of donors in
our 24-year history! Because our
community of supporters grew so
dramatically, we ran out of room
in tonight’s print program. We are
profoundly grateful for every single
gift. To view the full list of the
incredible donors under $100 who
made this milestone possible, please
visit operaintheparkportland.org/donate
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THANK YOU OPERA IN THE PARK PORTLAND SPECIAL FRIENDS & VOLUNTEERS!

All Classical Radio, Consulado de México en Portland, Darlyn Jablonksi, Peter Jablonski & Carrie McCaskill, Fuller Events, Hillsboro Parks & Recreation, Lara Media,
Lithex Printing Solutions, Marissa Perez, Park Lane Suites and Inn, Patricia Chandler & David Shaw, PLACE, Precision Images, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, S.M.O.C.
Skincare, Super Tacos Ochoa, The City of Hillsboro, The eBike Store, The Immigrant Story, University of Portland and the Willamette Week Give!Guide



